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They felt sure that it would not pay them,
so they said, to set up special machinery
that would be useless as soon as the tempo-
rary craze for celluloid films had passed.
George Eastman, however, who did so
much for the advancement of all kinds of
photography, and who was then engaged
in the manufacture of photographic plates,
began to investigate the possibilities of a
celluloid film and of a proper camera to
use with it.

Many difficulties were encountered, both
in the manufacture and in the use of such
films and it was not until a comparatively

It was in 1889 that the first really
satisfactory films were produced. Then
the way was opened for the development
of the modern art of motion picture
making, for the celluloid film furnished
just the material for the negative and for
the positive.

The credit for its adaptation to motion
pictures is due to Thomas A. Edison. He
had made a little machine for showing
moving pictures, which he termed a "ki-
netoscope". But, having found that it
was useless with the glass plates then
employed in photography he had thrown

EDISON'S FIRST PEEPHOLE KINETOSCOPE, WHICH WAS COMPLETED IN 1890

few years ago that anything like perfection
was attained. Many of us remember the
early films which, after being developed
and dried, rolled up as tightly as a lead
pencil so that it was almost impossible to
flatten them out for purposes of printing.
That was only one of the minor difficulties,
but that, like others, was eventually over-
come both by Mr. Eastman and his as-
sociates and by the other firms who were
experimenting along the same lines.
Today we may use celluloid films with as
much certainty of good results as if we
were using glass plates.

it aside. In 1889, however, he heard of
Mr. Eastman's discovery and, obtaining
some of the new celluloid film, he succeeded
in printing a series of photographs of
movement on a continuous band. He
placed the band in an improved kineto-
scope, and animated photography was at
last lifted from the field of scientific ex-
periment into the realm of commercial
success. Exhibited at the World's Fair at
Chicago in 1893, the kinetoscope amazed
and delighted the public. A nickel
dropped into a slot in the little wooden
cabinet containing the machine set the